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I. Basis of the report 

• 1JI« «^£tM«°rJl? °* International application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 

^nJtrfT,^ Offcem response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as -originJhPnted" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70 16 and 70 "^^.^ 



Description, Pages 
1-8 



as originally filed 



Claims, Numbers 

1-7 



as originally filed 



Drawings, Sheets 
1/11-11/11 



as originally filed 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authoritv in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated ui??eMhfe item ^ 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 
° R^^slaTcM^rVs^sJ^'^^'^" furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 

With regard to any nucleotide andA>r amino acid sequence disclosed in the international aoolication the 
intemational preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence HstinS: 

contained in the International application in written form, 
filed together with the Intemational application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently fumished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
m the intemational application as filed has been furnished. "eyona ine aisciosure 

° Sifnf hlTbTe^'j^nillh^^^^^ "^"^^ '^^""^^^ '"^^"^'^^ *° w^®" sequence 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



□ the description, 

□ the claims, 
O the drawings, 



pages: 

Nos.: 

sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been establislied as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

reportT'^^^'"^"^ ^'^^^^ '^^"^'"'"^ ^"'^^ must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

^* 5^^^°"®** statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appllcabilitv- 
citations and explanations supporting sucli statement ■"uauwi -ippiicamiiiy, 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-7 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-7 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-7 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN vol. 2002, no. 07, 3 July 2002 (2002-07- 
03) & JP 2002 083650 A (HOSIDEN CORP), 22 March 2002 (2002-03-22) 

2 Novelty 



2.1 The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter 
of claim 1, and shows (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

A memory card connector having an interior cavity into which a memory card 
(100) Is Inserted to a temporary retained position and the to a fully inserted 
position, comprising: 

an insulating housing having a rear terminal-mounting section (4) at a 
rear of the cavity; 

a plurality of terminals (41 ) mounted on the terminal-mounting section 
of the housing and having contact portions for engaging contacts on the 
memory card (1 00); 

a slider (5) movably mounted on the housing and engageable with the 
memory card for movement therewith, the slider being slidable along a 
side wall of the housing, and the slider having a projection (61) 
engageable in a recess (120) in a side of the memory card; and 
a sheet metal shell (1 ) covering at least a portion of the insulating 
housing and including a cover plate overiying at least a portion of said 
cavity, a side wall plate (33, 36) depending from the cover plate and 
overlying at least a portion of the side wall of the housing, and a spring 
structure (26) stamped and formed out of an opening in said side wall 
plate and engageable with the slider (5) to bias the projection (61) of 
the slider into the recess in the memory card. 
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2.2 The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known memory card connector in 
that the spring structure is integral with the side wall plate at opposite edges of 
said opening, 

2.3 The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

3 Inventive step 

3.1 The difference mentioned in point 2.2 above, i.e. having the spring structure 
integral with the side wall plate at both edges, is not rendered obvious by the 
available prior art. It solves the problem of how to provide a cantilevered spring 
plate structure without resulting in considerable weakening of the side wall plate of 
the metal shell. 

3.2 The solution is thus considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT). 

4 Claims 2-7 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 

5 Industrial applicability 

The invention relates to memory card connectors, and consequently it is obvious 
that the invention has industrial applicability. 
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